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Don’t look a gift
observatory in the mouth
EDITORIAL

The Eden Prairie City Council
has been criticized over the past
year for spending money on amenities like the new Eden Prairie Art
Center and planned observatory in the midst of
city budget cuts.
These buildings were donated. And in our
opinion, the city has handled plans to complete
and operate the facilities in a fiscally responsible
manner.
In the case of the Eden Prairie Art Center, the
city received the donation of a building, which
would be (almost) perfect to house an art center,
from the family of Roger Sampson. The idea of an
art center had been sketched out for years, but this
donation filled in the picture.
In addition, the Art Center has recovered more
than 60 percent of its operating costs in its first
year.
The city received the gift of a high-powered

telescope from the Minnesota Astronomical Society. Then it received
donations from the Kohrs and Mohn
families that will pay for the building to house the telescope on Staring Lake.
Donations like the Art Center and observatory
shouldn’t be passed up. These are certainly tough
economic times, but Eden Prairie shouldn’t give
up donations just because it might mean a small
expenditure for operating costs. The city can afford
to maintain amenities like these because of the prudent decisions of its leaders. It receives donations
like these, and is able to raise funds for operating
costs, because of the extraordinary generosity of
its residents and neighbors.
City leaders have been conservative with taxpayer funds, and they know better than to look a
gift horse in the mouth.

What do you think? Share your views on our Web
site or by e-mailing editor@edenprairienews.com.
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Coyotes in our midst
I am not fond of rabbits. They are cute, I
admit. But I was about 10 years old when one
nipped at my finger. Cute or not, I am not fond of
rabbits.
I have other reasons to dislike these bundles of
fur and teeth. Hostas nibbled to nothing. Raspberry
shrubs gobbled up. All 233 strawberries (count
’em!) eaten overnight before they were fully ripe.
My beautifully flowering tamarisk shrub stripped
first of its bark and finally, right down to the dirt.
My tomato plants, sturdy and flowering, down one
inch, then another, until finally, nothing showed
above ground.
My dog waits at the window, perfectly still, ears
alert and cries like she’s in pain to get quickly
outside after spotting a rabbit in the yard. She
chases it. The rabbit runs frantically, racing in
circles, the dog mirroring its moves, but never gets
close enough.
One year, I decided to take matters into my own
hands. Or should I say, into my right hand, with a
dastardly looking slingshot (wrist rocket, really).
For the first month, I shot the kids’ marbles.
Whether they noticed the disappearing toys, I
don’t know. I never hit a thing and the next time I
weeded, I was pulling colorful pearly marbles from
the dirt. I went into the local sporting goods store
and found the perfect solution. Metal birdshot. I
bought 1,000. Whether it was due to my inability
to take aim via my wrist or my subconscious
appreciation of cuteness, I just couldn’t hit a
rabbit. I became obsessed with The Rabbit. One
morning, I saw one in the front, nibbling in the
garden. I crept outside and took aim, flinging metal
balls at the helpless rabbit. Out of the corner of my
eye, I saw a group of children and moms waiting
for the school bus, watching me with horror. I
sheepishly slipped inside.
This year, despite the dog and the slingshot,
bunnies were born among the hostas and in the
strawberry patch. Bunnies, their eyes shut, their
tiny ears laid back against their heads, bundles of
innocent furriness, snuggled together in warmth
and safety. Irresistibly cute. What to do? Leave
them be.
And then this autumn, on a day when the leaves
had finally finished being swept up into bags, it hit
me.
There were no more rabbits.
In their place was a lone coyote. The coyote
has been busy. Crossing the quiet street at dawn
and finding refuge for its daytime snooze. When
we sleep, it eats the rabbits. I was working at my
computer one morning when I heard an angry
blue jay. The bird was in a tree behind my house,
sending out an alarm. I grabbed my camera and
quietly went outside. There it was. The coyote. Its
fur was matted and mottled. The coyote looked at
me. I looked at it through the long lens, bringing
it closer than either of us would have preferred. I

saw its golden eyes, one
slightly smaller than the
other. An hour later, I
went back into the woods,
this time, near where
I’d seen it. The coyote
stood and watched me. I
watched the coyote. The
squirrels had scampered
off and the woods were
still. Dogs began to bark.
It started off down the
trail. I clicked and clicked.
And then, the coyote
stopped, looked over its
shoulder at me, as if
evaluating the situation.
And trotted off.
prairie
I haven’t seen the
coyote since, except in
rustlings
the glow of its eyes that
remain fixed in my mind.
It was furry and strong looking, its tail bushy and
nearly touching the ground. Healthy. Wild. Eating
up the rabbits. The coyote captivates me. I recall
my childhood connotation surrounding coyotes –
wily and clever, eager to get that roadrunner. Not
too smart. Not too likeable. Stupidly clever. But I
shed these images when I am face to face with the
photo of the coyote, where it seems to look at me
with the golden eyes saying, “Well, here I am.”
I complained about the destructive rabbits and
got the coyote in their place. It’s a trade. I can have
too many rabbits or a contented coyote. Like all
the tradeoffs in life, both sides have their benefits.
When larger wildlife and suburbia overlap, there
are certainly accommodations to be made to avoid
collisions.
The coyote’s presence makes me a bit edgy.
Will it bother me when I walk my dog at night?
What else does it eat? I know there was a recent
fatal attack (October 2009) of a young folk singer
in Canada. And certainly a single coyote is one
thing; a pack of coyotes another. I don’t know if
the coyote will stick around my neighborhood this
winter. I don’t know if there are enough rabbits left
to procreate and then provide sustenance. Or if the
coyote will move on to another part of Eden Prairie
to take care of their bunny issues.
I haven’t seen the coyote in almost a week now.
And of course, there are still no rabbits. Perhaps I
misread that look on the trail. Perhaps the coyote
was saying, “OK, fine. I’ll leave.”
It serves as a reminder that there are two sides
to every issue, tradeoffs to all our decisions and
yearnings. Though I am still not fond of rabbits.

JODY
RUSSELL

Jody Russell is an Eden Prairie Web designer,
photographer and writer. Her columns appear
regularly in the Eden Prairie News.

If you want to end this economic recession and create
jobs, there is a simple answer.
Reduce corporate tax rate by
five percentage points – 39.3
percent to 34.3 percent. The
United States has the third
highest tax rate in the developed world. This would level
the playing field and make us
more competitive.
This would:
1. Immediately increase
corporate profits and provide
positive cash flow.
2. Be an incentive for business to expand and create
jobs.
3. Help both large and
small corporations. The small
corporations are where jobs
are first created.
4. Provide the cash for
expanded research and development, which will spur the
introduction of new and better products and services.
5. Make the U.S. businesses more competitive in world
markets, expanding exports
and creating more jobs.
6. Make America a more
attractive place to do business so corporations will
invest in the U.S. rather than
in foreign countries and increase employment here.
7. Make America more
competitive to impede the
moving of jobs overseas.
8. Give the stock market a
boost, which will be good for
50 percent of the population
who have investments.
This reduction will give
the biggest benefit to the most
successful businesses, rather
than tax credits to marginal
or politically favored inefficient industries. Run with
the winners!
This reduction would also
avoid the need for stimulus
bills, which provide only
temporary employment and

add to the deficit.
Reducing corporate tax
rates only requires a basic
understanding of economics and how our free enterprise system works and a
little political courage. The
temporary drop in federal
revenues will soon be offset
by the resurgence in business activity.
Another benefit of this action is that it does not require
long delays while an army of
lawyers draft new legislation.
Change a few numbers in the
tax code and the task is done.
Things will begin to happen
and you can get a job.
Robert Lawrenz
Eden Prairie

Challenges
Paulsen
mailing
Following a similar summer mailing, Rep. Erik
Paulsen continues to make
misleading statements in
his “2009 Issue Update” to
constituents. Under “Health
Care Reform” he makes three
assertions that should be
challenged.
1) He supports “Keeping
health care decisions with
patients and doctors, not
government bureaucrats
and special interest groups.”
This incorrectly implies that
the pending reform legislation will insert government
between patients and providers. No one would lose their
current insurance if they
wanted to keep it. If anything, the proposed legislation reduces the interference
of “special interest” health
insurance bureaucrats with
doctor-patient decisions in
our existing system. For
example, the proposed legislation prevents denial of
care for pre-existing conditions and termination of

coverage when costs exceed
an arbitrary amount, both of
which Rep. Paulsen appears
to support.
2) He opposes “Cutting
Medicare,” even though almost everyone across the
political spectrum agrees
that its current spending rate
is not sustainable. The false
implication is that coverage
will be reduced, but the proposed cuts involve removal
of unjustified subsidies from
Medicare to health insurance
companies and the inability
to negotiate drug prices with
pharmaceutical companies,
both created by earlier legislation that provided no source
of funding. Further necessary cost reductions would
come from other changes
that Rep. Paulsen supports
and that apply to all medical
coverage, such as paying providers based on the quality
of their care not procedures
performed, stopping fraud
and abuse by providers and
adopting proven efficient
medical practices.
3) Paulsen opposes “Creating a government-run health
care system.” No governmentrun “health care” system
has been proposed and the
“health insurance” option
will probably be dropped.
Since he is opposed to government-run health care,
perhaps he should renounce
the medical care provided
free to members of Congress
by government-employed
physicians, nurses and other
providers of the Office of the
Attending Physician in the
Capitol building. We taxpayers also pay for 75 percent
of his gold-plated health
insurance that all members
of Congress enjoy. Perhaps
he and the other members
should reject that insurance
and join the rest of us in the
real health care world.
Phil Morton
Eden Prairie

Our letter guidelines
Here are our guidelines for those who
would like to write letters to the Eden
Prairie News.
We do not print letters exceeding
500 words in length, and we do not print
commentaries exceeding 800 words in
length.
Writers can have one opinion piece
printed per month. However, that cannot
always happen due to space restrictions or
the amount of letters received.
Deadline for sending letters to the
Eden Prairie News is noon on the Monday

preceding the Thursday publication date.
Letters must contain the address and
daytime phone number of the author, as
well as a written signature (for those faxed,
mailed or hand-delivered).
Letters can be mailed to Editor, Eden
Prairie News, P.O. Box 44220, Eden Prairie,
MN 55344; delivered to 250 Prairie Center
Drive, Suite 211; faxed to 952-942-7975; or
e-mailed to editor@edenprairienews.com.
For more information about our letter
policy, call Editor Karla Wennerstrom at
952-942-7885.

how to reach us
952-445-3333 / FAX: 952-942-7975
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If you have

a complaint
The Eden Prairie News
welcomes comments
about our publication.
Anyone with a
complaint about the
newspaper is urged to
call the editor at
952-942-7885.
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