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he politics
of snowmen
Jody

RUSSELL
PRAIRIE RUSTLINGS

I’ve been a little grumbly these
days. Fussing over things gone awry
in my life. I know, we’ve all got things
to fuss about, and I know — my life
isn’t so awry. But I tend to fuss when
I’m walking the dog. I’ve learned
that pets can be pretty sensitive to
our moods. And my dog is a champ
at knowing when I’m not happy. She
wants none of it. Dare I cry, she heads
to a different room. But if she’s at the
end of the leash — and it’s her time
to have fun and smell the world —
and I’m upset, she turns around and
gives me a look. If I persist in my
grumbling, she jumps on me.
It was on one of these such walks
on one of these moody days that I
stopped in my tracks at the sight of
this snowman. I like to see snowmen
most any day, as well as snow
forts dug into drifts, but this large
snowman got me smiling. It was
created completely upside down. My
dog went over to see what was going
on too, sniffing the snowman’s rock
eyes.
The snowman was looking at the
world from another perspective, his
sandals facing the sky, his mouth
smiling the other way, and he was
just as happy as could be. I laughed
out loud. Yeah, yeah, yeah, I get the
message, Mr. Snowman. Try seeing
the world a little differently and it
isn’t all bad. My mood lightened and
we continued home.
Winter has disappeared so
suddenly and the snowman has
melted. And it is springtime 2012.
There are no more snowmen on
our yards, upside down or not.
Soon there will be the colors of a
presidential election with campaign
signs scattered about lawns. And
more than that, all state senators and
house representatives are up for reelection to St. Paul. Plus, there is one
U.S. Senate race and all U.S. House of
Representative seats are up for grabs.
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Try seeing the world a little
differently.
And if that wasn’t enough, there will
be a constitutional amendment ballot
question too. And that’s just so far.
Pretty soon, things are going to
heat up. Whether you follow politics
or not, this year is going to be a
biggie. There will be no avoiding it.
Getting informed is important. It
matters. It matters who is elected. It
matters if we vote aye or nay. And I
hope we all take the time to learn,
understand and be involved.
But this is not a political
statement. Not a call to action. Not a
political commentary. This is a plea.
Eden Prairie has been divided
before over issues. And this year
might get grumbly. We might feel
divided. We might feel that the “other
side” isn’t our side. We might drive
down our streets and know the
“other guy” by his/her signs. And I
daresay there will be letters in this
newspaper on all the salient topics.
There will be television commercials
that are true, some that are not true,
and we will be tired of it well before
November.
My plea is to remember that we
are in this together. And when you
feel that divisiveness that seems to
come every four years or more, think
about this crazy snowman. Or stand
on your head. Try to see it from the
other fellow’s perspective, laugh,
listen and keep on going.
Jody Russell is an Eden Prairie web
designer, photographer and writer. Her
columns appear regularly in the Eden
Prairie News.

Red Rock Lake: he sacred stone
The American Indians of Eden
Prairie previously had their camp
located down by the Minnesota
River near Lions Tap on Indian
Road going to Shakopee. They
belonged to the Mdewakanton
Sioux tribe of the mighty Dakota
nation.
There was a red sandstone
boulder there, sacred to the
Indians. It was set down in a
hollow that had been dug out. The
Sioux owned it and squatted in a
circle facing it, smoking their pipes
whenever they passed it. They
never said a word, but always left
tobacco, beads and pipes on it.
Sara Faribault, in “Old Rail
Fence Corners,” writes:
“We used to go often to the
sacred stone of the Indians and I
have often seen the Sioux warriors
around it. There was room for one
to lie down by it and the rest would
dance or sit in council around it.
They always went to it before going
into battle.
“They left gifts, which the
white people stole. I can remember
taking a little thing from it myself.
I passed a party of Indians with
it in my hand. One of the squaws
saw what I had and became very
angry. She made me take it back.
She seemed to feel as we would if
our church had been violated. This

Marie

WITTENBERG
PRAIRIE PIONEERS

stone was stolen by a man from
the east and taken there. This loss
made the Indians very angry.”
Helen Holden Anderson, in her
book, “Eden Prairie: The First 100
Years,” writes of Red Rock Lake:
“There was a red rock, held sacred
by the Sioux Indians, on the west
shore of this lake. The Indians
used to sit in council around this
rock, which was on the Indian trail
going north, before and after their
battles with the Chippewa.”
In her book, Anderson also cites
James Stewart, from the Hennepin
County Review, for the following
autobiographical information,
which included information about
this boulder:
“It was the year of the Indian

Outbreak of 1862 when I came up
the river from St. Louis with my
parents the John Stewarts ... I was
married to Emma Mitchell in 1889
by Rev. Samuel Pond of Shakopee,
who married most of the early
settlers on the prairie, including
my wife’s parents, the Samuel
Mitchells, who came in 1854 ...
“We made our home on the
south side of Red Rock Lake near
an Indian campground. One of our
rarest relics is a pipestone pipe,
which lay in the ground for over 70
years, according to the judgments
of the oldest settlers and probably
was the property of Chief Red
Rock, whose grave was located on
our farm. Indians came every year
to mourn the death of their chief
and each year painted red a large
rock, which marked his grave.
“The body of this Sioux
chieftain was moved to the area
of Birch Island Lake north of Glen
Lake about 1890 after the historic
red rock had been stolen from our
farm.”
The Eden Prairie Historical
Society has collected several
pictures and artifacts from Red
Rock Lake and local American
Indians.
Marie Wittenberg is a local historian, author and past president of the
Eden Prairie Historical Society.

LETTERS
THANK YOU

Thanks from Prairie
View Carnival
I would like to thank everyone who
was involved in another amazing carnival at Prairie View Elementary. Everyone had a great time and that is only
possible with great volunteers, supportive teachers, staff and parents and
most importantly, a wonderful group of
kids. We have an amazing school and
it is great to see everyone pull together
to make something so fun.

Also a special thanks to all the
businesses who donated items or
services to our raffle, activities and
kitchen, your commitment to our
community is fantastic. And last,
but definitely not least, a huge thank
you to the wonderful parents on the
carnival committee. You all put in a
lot of hours and hard hard work and
it is greatly appreciated by everyone.
It couldn’t be done without all your
hard work and great ideas.

Jodi Stritesky
Eden Prairie
Editor’s note: Stritesky is the Prairie
View Carnival chair.

Our letter guidelines
Here are our guidelines for those
who would like to write letters to the
Eden Prairie News.
We do not print letters exceeding
500 words in length, and we do not
print commentaries exceeding 800
words in length.
I

Writers can have one opinion piece
printed per month. However, that
cannot always happen due to space
restrictions or the amount of letters
received.
I

Deadline for sending letters to the
Eden Prairie News is noon on the
Monday preceding the Thursday
I
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publication date. Letters must
contain the address and daytime
phone number of the author, as
well as a written signature (for those
faxed, mailed or hand-delivered).
Letters can be mailed to Editor, Eden
Prairie News, P.O. Box 44220, Eden
Prairie, MN 55344; delivered to 250
Prairie Center Drive, Suite 211; faxed
to 952-942-7975; or e-mailed to
editor@edenprairienews.com.
For more information about our
letter policy, call Editor Karla
Wennerstrom at 952-942-7885.
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STARWATCH

Venus falls from the evening sky
BY DEANE MORRISON

It may be almost April, but ‘tis
the start of the fall season. The fall
of Venus from the evening sky, that
is.
Our sister planet begins the
month about as high as it ever
gets. Look about 90 minutes after
sunset on the evening of April
Fools Day, when the Pleiades star
cluster comes out in the west just
above brilliant Venus. Grab your
binoculars and hope the waxing
moon doesn’t interfere with this
beautiful pairing.
Venus begins its descent in
April, but the going is slow at
first. Through a telescope its
phase thins from 48 percent to 27
percent lit, but its diameter and
brightness increase because it’s
getting closer. On the 23rd and
24th, watch a young crescent moon
climb past Venus. Next month the
planet will drop faster, en route to
a spectacular transit of the sun’s
face on June 5.

Earth laps Saturn in the orbital
race on April 15, when the ringed
planet rises in the east and stays
up all night. Saturn’s current
companion, the bright star Spica,
in Virgo, rises just west of the
planet. Shining high to their
upper left is Arcturus, the jewel of
Bootes, the herdsman.
Virgo is famous for its rich
collection of more than 1,000
galaxies, called the Virgo Cluster.
It is a neighbor of the Local Group,
the cluster of galaxies to which
the Milky Way belongs. The
Virgo Cluster has at least 20 times
as many galaxies as the Local
Group, and its combined gravity
is so strong we are actually being
drawn toward it. The Virgo Cluster
isn’t visible to the naked eye, but it
spans five degrees of sky, an area
as wide as 10 full moons.
Mars is high in the south after
sunset, fading but still a ruddy
beacon. Like Saturn, it’s paired
with a star: Regulus, the heart
of Leo, just west of the planet.
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While you’re admiring Leo,
use binoculars and look west of
Regulus, about halfway to the
Gemini twins, to find the subdued
but lovely Beehive star cluster in
Cancer.
April’s full moon rises the night
of the 6th. This moon has been
called several Algonquin Indian
names: the pink moon, for the
carpet of flowering ground phlox
that appears in early spring; the
full sprouting grass moon; the egg
moon; and, in coastal areas, the
full fish moon, as mid-April was
the time of the shad spawning
runs. It travels the night sky close
to Spica and Saturn.
The Lyrid meteor shower peaks
around midnight April 22. Meteors
will radiate from the east, between
the constellations Lyra and
Hercules.
Deane Morrison, with the University of Minnesota, can be contacted
at morri029@umn.edu. Find U of M
astronomers and links to the world
of astronomy at www.astro.umn.edu.
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